BCLS
Volunteer Profile:

JacK O'Neill

How long have you been with BCLS and what
drew you to want to volunteer in the
communi+y leaal sector?

I've been volun+eering with BCLS since November 2018

- which has gone quickly when | think about it.
[ Ioegan volun+eer‘in3 as Par‘+ of the Du+y l_awyer program

at the Geelong Magistrates Court and then also jumped at the
opportunity to be part of the Family Law program shortly after | wouldn't say | was
drawn to the community legal sector when | First applied - it wasn't a sector that |
was overly Fomiliar with at the timel | wouldn'+ change the past now, even if 1 could -
it's been areaﬂ

What is the best aspect ofF your role aond what is the most challenging?

The best aspect of the role is being able to help people. Quite often the people who |
interact with are individuals who need help, and it it werent for CLCs like Barwon,
they probably wouldnt be able to get the help they need.

At the same time this can present challenges. I_anauage barriers are one of the
grea+e9+ challenaes - hot just For clients where Enali;h isn't their First Ianﬂuage, but
also ‘legal speak’. Just trying to explain phrases such as a ‘conflict check’ can at
times be difficult.

Why did you decide to pursue a legal career?

I've had an interest in ‘the law’ since | was quite young. Growing up, this ini+ia||y began
with anh in interest in wan+in3 to join the Police Force. Since then, I've grown to have
an interest in the law - not ju9+ From the perspective of a Iawyer‘, or the court - but
also From a Poli+ical angle.

I comple+eo| my Year 10 work experience with the Geelong Magistrates Court ond
From there | undertook Legal Studies as a VCE unit and then onto 9+udy Law at
Deakin universH-y Pos+—high school.

Now in my Fourth year of a double degree, | am beﬁihhina to look at what my career

will look. like at the end of next year. | do want to pursue a legal career
-H-\ouah, ideal\y as a Pracﬁcing |awyer“ | like to leave my

op-l'ion'; opeh as to what +\/Pe of law +this NATIONAL 18-24 MaY 2020
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Tell us one of the highlights of your time at BCLS so Far.
The Cakel Yes, Iawyers are real People and +hey celebrate Iair'+ha|ay9! Ea+inﬁ cake is
always a hiﬁhliﬁh’r, righ’r?l

The people are also great. Whether it's the lawyers, admin staff or other volunteers
and students. I've certainly made some aood Friends just From volunteering. I'm
thankful he Court volunteers have put up with me For as long as they havel

What do you wish other people knew about volunteering in a CLC?

There's Prolaably a couple ofF things to khow about volunteering in a CLC. The
opportunity to be able to help those that really need help stands out the most.
However, the opportunities that present themselves within a CLC - whether it be as a
volunteer, intern or PLT student are invaluable and often 3rea+er than what you migh+
be exposed to elsewhere.

t's also not Ju9+ the oppori-uni-l-ies - it can be the People you meet. | think some People
may be surPrised how many private Iawyers/@irme you deal with.

s you weren't going to be a lawyer‘ what would you be?
There are quite a Lfew occupations that | really want +o (or have wanted) to pursue. 1
would Prolaalaly be quicker to list those that don't interest me.

£ 1 wasn't going to be a lawyer, I'd ProbaHy look to a role within the legal system
First. 've had an interest in working within the court system. | did want to join the
Police Force whilst growinﬂ up, so that's another option. While at Court I've seen
other Victoria Police roles as well which are aPPealina.

| find politics quite interesting, so that presents as another option. I'm s+udying

journalism as well at university and have been writing For a number of years now too,
so I'd like to think | have a few options.

When you're not volun+eerin3 where can we find you?

At work. | love working - ond keeping busy more generally. On the weekend, Il be
running around on a Football Field umpiring. 'm on the Board and am the Treasurer of
our association.

When I'm not working though, 'm sleeping (or drinkina cofFeel). With CoviD-19, I've
dedicated a little more time to something | discovered called ’univer9i+y’!

What is the best piece of advice you have ever been given?

| think- there's probably been quite a lot of advice that is worthwhile sharing. One of
the most impor'+an+ +hings +houah is: experience. You can never have too much
experience. Keep putting your hand up and taking opportunities that come your way.
Even il you're not successtul, don't let that stop you from trying. Always say yes'.

What have you learnt at BCLS that you will take into your Future leﬂal/non—leaal
career?

| +hink making time to help people is important. It may take some of your time that
could be used to do something else, but | think it's worthwhile. Taking time to have a
conversation with people - whether it be work related or not, to Find out how +hey'r'e
going, and ofFering them help (with anything) will go a long way.




